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1.5 General CLE credits, 1 Ethics credit, and 
.5 Access to Justice credit

The concept of “civil liberties” took on new meaning after 9/11. Kafka 
Comes to America is a sobering account of how the government’s 
broad counterterrorism measures affected a public defender’s ability 
to represent his clients, Oregon attorney Brandon Mayfield, arrested 
as a terrorist suspect in the 2004 Madrid train station bombing, and 
Adel Hamad, a Sudanese hospital administrator held for five years in 
Guantanamo.
Join author Steven Wax, Assistant U.S. Attorney Charles Gorder, and 
legal ethics expert Peter Jarvis for an interactive discussion of a variety 
of issues raised by Wax’s representation and the government’s war on 
terror. Please note: This is not a lecture format. Advance reading of 
Kafka Comes to America is necessary to understand and discuss the 
book’s concepts with the panel.
“Wax masterfully delivers a harrowing story of the erosion of civil 
liberties after the September 11 terrorist attacks in a powerful testimony 
that ready like a thriller. . . . [H]is is a powerful voice that deserves to 
reach all Americans.” —Publishers Weekly
“In an enthralling, enraging narrative, Wax captures the damage that 
Guantanamo has done to America’s reputation abroad, and shows how 
the legal fights on behalf of detainees might restore it.” —The New Yorker
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“Our government can make you disappear.”

As a lawyer for more than three decades, it was almost 
unimaginable for Steven Wax to say those words. 
Nothing in his experience as a former assistant district 
attorney and as the current Federal Public Defender for 
the District of Oregon prepared him for what two of his 
clients, Brandon Mayfield, an American-born Oregon 
attorney, and Adel Hamad, a Sudanese aid worker in 
Pakistan, would face in a post-9/11 America. Besides 
restricting Wax’s access to his clients and evidence, even 
more disturbing was the possibility that one or both of 
them could be transferred to a “black site”—one of the 
United States’s dreaded secret prisons.

Using discussion questions developed by the panelists, 
explore how the government’s quest for national security 
resulted in an erosion of our rights, or, as The New Yorker 
described, “the short path from depriving terrorists of 
their rights to depriving everyone else.”

Important! This is not a lecture format CLE event. 
Advance reading of Kafka Comes to America is necessary 
to understand and discuss the book’s concepts with 
the panel. This book is available at Powell’s Books 
(www.powells.com; 800-878-7323), Annie Bloom’s 
Books (www.annieblooms.com; 503-246-0053), and 
www.amazon.com.

Register by using this form or calling the OSB CLE 
Service Center at (503) 431-6413, or toll-free in 
Oregon at 1‑800‑452‑8260, ext. 413.

8:30	 Registration

9:00	 Discussion of Questions
Those attending this session of the Law Library 
should read Kafka Comes to America prior to 
the seminar and be familiar with the concepts 
presented. This book is available at Powell’s 
Books (www.powells.com; 800-878-7323), 
Annie Bloom’s Books (www.annieblooms.com; 
503-246-0053), and www.amazon.com.

Discussion Facilitators:
F	Charles F. Gorder, Jr., U.S. Attorney’s 

Office, Portland
F	Peter R. Jarvis, Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP, 

Portland
F	Steven T. Wax, Federal Public Defender’s 

Office, Portland

Noon	 Adjourn

OSB CLE Seminars Attorney:
	Karen D. Lee, klee@osbar.org, (503) 431-6382

Click here to  
register online!

About the author . . .
Steven T. Wax has headed Oregon’s Federal Public 
Defender Office since 1983. His practice focuses 
on federal criminal, appellate, and habeas practice. 
Mr. Wax is admitted to practice in Oregon and 
New York and has served as an adjunct professor at 
Lewis and Clark Law School. He has served on the 
OSB Ethics Committee and as bar counsel in ethics 
prosecutions and on ethics trial panels. Mr. Wax is 
a member of the Owen M. Panner American Inn 
of Court and the Oregon State Bar Counsel. He 
received the 2004 National Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers President’s Commendation for his 
work on the Mayfield case and the 2007 American 
Jewish Committee Learned Hand Award. Mr. Wax 
is a frequent writer and speaker on federal criminal 
and constitutional issues. Kafka Comes to America 
received the American Bar Association’s 2009 Silver 
Gavel Award.
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FOUR WAYS TO REGISTER OR ORDER
Registrations and orders will not be processed without payment.
1.	 ONLINE at www.osbarcle.org.
2.	 PHONE: 503-431-6413, or toll-free in Oregon at 1-800-452-8260, ext. 413
3.	 FAX with VISA or MasterCard number: 503-968-4456
4.	 MAIL with check: Oregon State Bar, CLE Registration, P.O. Box 231935, Tigard, OR 

97281-1935
© 2009 Oregon State Bar	 Unauthorized recording of CLE seminars is prohibited.

PAYMENT OPTIONS
	 Check Enclosed: Payable to Oregon State Bar
	 Credit Card (VISA or MasterCard only)

All information below required when paying by credit card.

Credit Card Number		  Expiration Date

Name on Credit Card (please print)

Credit Card Billing Address

City	 State	 Zip Code

Authorized Signature

GENERAL INFORMATION

QUESTIONS? Call the CLE Service Center at 503-431-6413, or toll-free in Oregon 
at 1-800-452-8260, ext. 413. For information about upcoming seminars, please 
visit the CLE Calendar at www.osbarcle.org.

CANCELLATIONS: Cancellation requests must be received at least 48 hours prior 
to the start of the seminar to qualify for a refund. Requests are accepted via phone, 
fax, or mail; please see “Three Ways to Register” for contact information. All 
cancellations are subject to a $20 cancellation fee.

TUITION ASSISTANCE: Tuition assistance is available on the basis of financial 
need. Fax a request stating your financial situation to 503-968-4456 no later than 
one week before the seminar.

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS OR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: Call 
503-431-6351, or toll-free in Oregon, 1-800-452-8260, ext. 351.

Bar #	 Name

Firm Name

Email	 Phone	 Fax

Address

City	 State	 Zip Code

TIGARD SEMINAR REGISTRATION

	 $115	OSB Member..................................................................$
	 $145	Non-OSB Member.........................................................$
	 $0	 2008–2009 Season Ticket..............................................$
	 $0	 50-year OSB members may attend free of charge..........$
	 $0	 Oregon judges and their lawyer staff (see below)..........$

	 Registrant is a judge
	 Registrant is a lawyer staff member for the 
	 following judge

Judge (please print) 

Signature of Judge (required)

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES (LIB209) (721).....................$
				    WB

Important! This is not a lecture format CLE event. 
Advance reading of Kafka Comes to America is necessary 
to understand and discuss the book’s concepts with 
the panel. This book is available at Powell’s Books 
(www.powells.com; 800-878-7323), Annie Bloom’s 
Books (www.annieblooms.com; 503-246-0053), and 
www.amazon.com.
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